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with George Meredith's " Diana." Point for point they are alike ; 
the extraordinary epigrammatic wit; the remarkable brunette 
type of beauty; the raven hair and splendid carriage (who can 
forget how often Diana " swam " and " floated " across rooms 
where ordinary mortals walk!) ; the unhappy marriage; the little 
habit of always appearing " r-r-really a little late " at social 
functions, even at dinners; the suspicion of having furnished 
the " Times " with the news of the prospective repeal of the com 
laws; the literary career; the staunchness and indomitable courage 
— all these points belong equally to Diana and to Caroline Norton. 

Probably very few people remember Mrs. Norton as the au- 
thor of such popular poems as "My Beautiful, My Beautiful," 
" Bingen on the Ehine," " Juanita," " Love Not, Love Not," etc. 
While if one may judge from the extracts given from her un- 
procurable novels, there was meat in them to furnish forth a 
good half-dozen of the slim, modern product. Important, un- 
doubtedly, in the modern suffrage movement would be her political 
pamphlets : " Separation of Mother and Child by the Law of 
Custody of Infants," "A Plain Letter to the Lord Chancellor," 
" Letters to the Mob," " A Letter to the Queen on Lord Cran- 
worth's Marriage-and-Divorce Bill," etc., etc. 

This "Life" is delightfully written. Miss Perkins had ac- 
cess to the letters and the works of Mrs. Norton, and it is not 
undue praise to say she has re-created for us a personality as vivid 
and vivifying as Diana herself. 



To try to rehabilitate Verlaine* is an ungrateful task and it 
makes, at best, most unpleasant reading. Probably Verlaine the 
man had better be allowed to float away on the River of Lethe, 
while we retain whatever was worth knowing about him in his 
strange but wonderful lyric gift. M. Lepelletier was a life- 
long friend, and his attempt shows more loyalty than judgment. 
Verlaine was a subject for the pathologist, but hardly for the 
general reader. 

Every age is dominated by some man or men who serve as its 
easily remembered representatives. Yet this is never quite fair 

* " Paul Verlaine." By Edmond Lepelletier. Translated by E. M. 
Lang. New York: Duffle'ld & Co., 1909. 
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to an age, and some have distinctly suffered because of it. So 
the eighteenth century is rather slightly compared with the 
seventeenth or the sixteenth, because we unconsciously compare 
certain men who do not in reality admit of such treatment. Pope 
cannot be placed beside Dryden, nor are the courtiers of the 
Georges to be measured with the more picturesque figures of 
those of the two Charleses, and still less with those of Elizabeth. 
In speaking of the eighteenth century, however, who does not 
immediately think of Hume, Pope, Chesterfield ; and, above all else 
perhaps, of Horace Walpole, a thorough man of the world in a 
fine sense of the phrase, with his Memoirs, Letters and Journals* 
in which he gives so complete a picture of his time. And it 
was so unheroic a time ! It repels rather than attracts. It touches 
neither the imagination nor the fancy, and even gives one a little 
qualm to think that human nature can be so seamy and ugly 
when one is privileged to have a private view. The truth is that 
in England the trail of the Georges is over the eighteenth cen- 
tury; and while not bad men exactly, they were, nevertheless, so 
unlovely, so selfish and so hopelessly stupid. Far worse men have 
been far better loved and more heartily served. Walpole's " Me- 
moirs and Letters" justify the scathing indignation of Junius 
and the satirical contempt of Thackeray's " History of the Four 
Georges " — that history which closed for the time being so many 
fashionable doors to England's great novelist. And the "Last 
Journals " are but a supplementing of the " Letters," with the 
same kind of life both in color and quality. In a time of un- 
blushing self-seeking, when men and Avomen scarce troubled them- 
selves to be even hypocrites, happy they who retained any moral 
sensibility and any nice discrimination between right and wrong. 
And this is what gives umisual value to Walpole's pages. The 
deeply clever and astute son of a really great father, in a time of 
corruption, he retained the sense of moral touch and gives many 
facets of a wonderful and instructive whole. Capable, as so few 
are, of learning from life direct, with a just and keen eye for. 
that most elusive of all things, character, Walpole's " Journals," 
like his " Ijetters," are a treasure-trove to those who really know 
that " the proper study of mankind is man." 

The relation of the individual to the mass, how from individual 

• " Last Journals of Horace Walpole." Edited by Francis Stewart. 
New York: John Lane Company, 1910. 
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desire and act may come those composite events which we call 
history, Walpole always clearly shows. The private story is al- 
ways plainly to be seen behind the public act, as when he tells 
the story of his own niece Maria Walpole, Lady Waldegrave, 
whose secret marriage with the Duke of Gloucester, a brother of 
George III, and the marriage of Mrs. Horton to the Duke of 
Cumberland, another brother, led directly to the Koyal-Marriage 
Act. 

Walpole's judgment of his contemporaries was comprehensive 
and, in the main, fair, although he had, of course, his preferences 
and predilections. Of far finer sensibility than Chesterfield, Wal- 
pole's work holds a truer picture of a deeply interesting and 
significant age. 



Perhaps no American has had as varied a diplomatic experi- 
ence as the Hon. John W. Foster.* He was the American Min- 
ister to Mexico when Diaz established himself as President of 
the Republic; he was the American Minister at St. Petersburg 
at the time of the assassination of Alexander II; he was en- 
gaged in negotiating most of the late Eeciprocity Treaties of the 
United States; he drafted a treaty for the annexation of Hawaii; 
he was the American agent at the Behring Sea Pur Seal Ar- 
bitration; he acted in a similar capacity before the Alaskan 
Boundary Arbitrators ; he was Secretary of State during the last 
months of the administration of President Harrison; he repre- 
sented China at the last Peace Conference; he was retained by 
China to advise both of the commissions which the Middle King- 
dom sent to Japan to sue for peace during the last days of the 
Chinese-Japanese War, and rendered conspicuous service to his 
Imperial client. Mr. Poster is a close observer of political in- 
stitutions: his accounts of the conditions in Spain and Mexico 
are particularly interesting. The picture he gives of Li Hung 
Chang is of absorbing interest. We cannot but regret that he 
has not given us more of the dialogue between the wily Li and 
the no less shrewd Ito. We feel that we have been merely al- 
lowed to taste. We would have enjoyed hearing more of the 
Chinese Cabinet. To enter into the secret portals of diplomacy 

* " Diplomatic Memoirs of John W. Poster." New York : Houghton, 
Mifflin Company, 1909. 



